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Committed to fostering and encouraging positive

Engagement. Voice. Success.

ers from AchieveMpls and America’'s Promise

#$ " "% youth outcomes — including increasing graduation ~ Alliance, as well as Peter Benson from Search
rates throughout Minnesota — the Minnesota Ali-  Institute.
ance With Youth, in collaboration with the Minne- The second day was the Statewide Gradua-
sota Department of Education (MDE), National tion Summit: Policy and Adiiorbrought together
Youth Leadership Council (NYLC), Search Insti-  a diverse group of representatives from all sec-
% g tute and State Farm hosted a two-dayDropout Pre-  tors — government, schools, cities, non-profits,
% &' # ( vention SummitPart of an ongoing series of Sum-  business, health, funders, researchers, faith — as
#Ho#)* mits being held nationwide, attention turned to well as a host of youth all engaged in a candid
helping those youth most in need of support. discussion about five of the specific strategies
The first Metro Graduation Summit: Strateges for identified by the National Dropout Prevention
o (# E ngagng Youth in School Center: After-School
Het # included representatives Opportuniies, Family
from over 20 schools in E ngagement, Literacy
v H #.1&+ Minneapolis, St. Paul Development, School-
% % ./ # and surrounding metro s Community Collaboration
districts. The metro _N and Senice-L eaming
+! % ,& teams worked together Participants were
" % L ## to identify barriers and asked to fill out the
share best strategies in “Commitment to Action
order to meet the chal- Plan’ to strengthen
lenge of increasing | current efforts, initiate
e graduation rates — in- new strategic activity
. cluding a review of the and prioritize work
# o+ 10 Key Strategies identi- == around measurable
/ fied by the National Pictured Above: Mayor R.T. Rybak and Keynote speakar Tyler  policy and program sup-
Dropout Prevention Cen- Hamblin at the Statewide Summit held on Nov. 18th ports for young people.
( ter to better engage youth in school and learning: The Minnesota Department of Education
o/ , 0" Professional Development, Literacy Development,  and Minnesota Alliance With Youth sponsored
School-Community Collaboration, Mentoring/ the 2007 Statewide Graduation Improvement
1%"@ 1# Tutoring, Family E ngagement, After-School Op-  Summit and 2008 Community-level Mini-
0

portunities, Safe Learning E nvironments, Service-
Leamning, Active/lndividualized Learning, and
Alternative Schooling.

To ensure follow-up and commitment to this
issue, each school completed &' Commitment to
Action Plari to help support students on the path
to high school graduation. The event featured a
performance by youthrive liveand additional speak-

Summits which emphasized our need for posi-
tive youth development, and highlighted how
the Five Promises can help facilitate such suc-
cess in school completion. (continued on p. 4)

Minnesota Alliance With Y outh work s to ensure thiltyoung people in Minnesota have access tostiveaes they need to be sucoessful:
caring aduits, safe places, a healthy startjveffeducation, and opportunities to help others.
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What turns these
leisurely games into
battles ...is something
all mortals can
understand: pure
competition and the
drama of victory and
defeat.”

— Tim Lee,
Promise Fellow
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“White to move,” | bellowin the library that piece would be black (since your op-
of Como Park Senior High School ponent is the black pieces), you would
(CPSHS). Blissful, and paradoxically, silent then give your imaginary partner this cap-
minutes pass as the characteristically noisy tured black piece. Here is the twist, your
students of CPSHS chess club study a puz- partner having just acquired a black piece

Zle on a projector screen. Giovanni's hand
shoots in the air in excitement that he has
found a solution. “What if the knight takes
the bishop?” he asks shyly. “No, that can't
be it,” retorts Bilir and proceeds to offer
his own suggestion. “It is Rook to a7.”
Unfortunately, they are both wong. After
a fewmore minutes Luke reveals an ele-
gant yet simple answer to the problem.
From Luke’s insight, the group responds
in unison with the all-too common,
“oooooh” and “awwnn.”

Chess club at CPSHS meets three times a
week for an hour and half to get together,
have fun playing an interesting game, and
“relax” after five hours of lecture during

the day. | always enjoy knowing that these
students like to play a thinking game after
working so hard during the school day.

Club is usually structured over a brief les-
son, where | lecture on chess principles,
followed by a few puzzles and leisurely
games. None of the students have that
much experience and often their moves
are inexperienced, but what turns these
leisurely games into battles where the rest
of the students crowd over one board to
witness two warriors go back and fourth is
something all mortals can understand: pure
competition and the drama of victory and
defeat.

The other day, | showed the club a
different version of chess known as
bughouse. Bughouse is a style of 2 vs.
2 team chess where your partner
plays the opposite color you play and
two games on two different boards
occur simultaneously. So for instance,

if you, the reader, plays white, your s
imaginary partner would play black.

On your board you would play one
member of the opposite team who
has black pieces, while your partner is
playing the other member of the op-

\ say you capture a piece in your game,
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from you, can take that piece and put it
directly into her game on any square!
Crazy, | know. But imagine their faces
when my club sawthis modern variation
on a timeless game. Funny part is the
members how need to think even harder
and they don't even realize it.

After watching a few games, they ask me
to join in on the fun. | oblige and after a
fewtense moments | see awin. | can feel
the victory close and feel the adrenaline in
me rushing. The feeling is palpable and
you can tell the other students are feeling
something stirring over this game. My
partner rushes and yells, “Get me a pawn!
Get me a pawn!” | scramble looking for a
move that would get my partner a pawn
but there is one crucial thing missing: it
isn't my turn. My opponent looks up at me
and grins broadly as she says, “check
mate.” The crowd announces in unison,
“O0O0H" as they see howthe mighty fall.
What a way to relax after a long day at
school.

. o . Pictured Above: Four Como students playing Bug-
posing squad, who has white pieces. Let's house with senior citizens at a local retirement horme

7/
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Youth Community Connections (YCC) is an advocacy alliance of public and private organizations, funders , colleges and universities
that offer and support youth development after scho ol, summer and through year-round opportunities.

Youth Community Connections, Minnesota's Statewide Afterschool Alliance, is currently involved in a si gnificant initiative in youth
development and quality out of school time in Minne sota called Supporting Y outh Succesgouth Community Connections is currently
leading the Supporting Youth SucceéSY S) initiative on behalf of the State Of Minnesda. YCC in leading this 18-month initiative which
aims to develop a framework that outlines action st eps and strategies to best align formal and non formal learning. This initiative brings
together stakeholders from all across the state ofMinnesota to assist in this work. This initiative’s funding is provided by the National
Council of State Legislatures (NCSL), the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO), and the Natinal Governors’ Association
Center for Best Practices (NGA). YCC plans that bythe end of the 18-month initiative, the framework a long with action steps can be
taken to the new state administration that will be elected in November 2010.
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In a new attempt to keep the council more connected throughout the year, the Minnesota Alliance With Y outh’s YAC convened confer-
ence calls in both November and December. Following a discussion stemming from the October retreat, it was decided that sub-
committees should be formed to help focus the thinking, planning, and action of the YAC as a whole. Af ter reflecting on the issues dis-
cussed in October, it was decided that the YAC would be broken down into three sub-committees. These @mmittees include: Issue,
Planning, and Outreach. The Issue Committee will work on the “big-picture” topics and issues that YAC will focus on. The Planning
Committee will reassess the internal structure of Y AC while also helping to plan YAC events such as our January retreat. Lastly, the Out-
reach committee will focus on disseminating the message of YAC and working to promote recruitment thro ugh social media marketing,
events, etc. Beginning in early December, these sulcommittees held conference calls to discuss howtley can each begin the important
work ahead.

Looking into the newyear, YAC is excited about our upcoming January retreat. At this retreat YAC will  spend time working in their

newly formed sub-committees, continuing their train ing on leadership development, and working on a you th component of Global Youth
Senvice Day. The YAC members are also excited to beeceiving their YAC member T-shirts after the new year.

Wart to stay even more connected to The Minnedtigande With Y outh's Y outh Advisory Coundl?
Join our Facebook Group: “Minnesota’s Y outh AduiSaundl™
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Pictured Right to L eftComo Y outh chess tournament, AmeriCorps Promise Felows at the Statewide Dropout Prevention Summit, Ro und-
table discussions at the Statewide Dropout Prevention Summit
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On November 18th, 2009

AMAZING! | learmed a lot,

Learning.

table having representa-
tives of educators, re-
searchers, policy makers,
funders, and youth to

have round table discus-
sions. Even though the
day was long, it seemed to
go by quickly. We had
great discussions focused
around the five strategies
for dropout prevention
and | learned a LOT. One
fact | can't forget came
from a short film on
Dropout Prevention we
watched at the beginning
of the day. If minority
students were to graduate
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Prevention Summit as a MNYAC representative and it was

ideas from a youth's perspective. The first day, | met some of
the other students and had a workshop with Andrea J asken-
Baker, a consultant who was working with the youth - throughout
the summit. She familliarized us with the dropout is sue by teach-
ing us five fundamental ways it can be approached through Af-
ter-School Opportunities, Family Engagement, Literacy Devel-
opment, School-Community Collaboration and Service-

The next day, at the summit, we were split into gro ups with each
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| attended the Minnesota Draopout

but | was also able to co ntribute

summit into my essays!
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would gain $310 billion in revenue—which | think is  an incredi- |
ble fact and a huge loss that we are letting thesestudents slip by. |

Throughout the day, each youth shared their personal story. | |
chose to speak about senvice learning and the impat it had on |
my life. More specifically, | emphasized the impact my senvice I
learning experiences had on my college applications. Actually, |
am still working on college applications, so | inco rporated this |
|
|

Ovwerall, | definitely felt enlightened when | left.  The summit
really clarified the dropout problem and helped me  identify what |

Pictured Here (L-R): Jazmin Ramirez, Rachel Stanke, Josh Wood, Zaret
at the same rate as CalCa-  Calderon, Fayise Abrahim, Tyler Hamblin, (Youth Rep resentatives) and

Andrea Jasken-Baker (Consultant).

| could do to help. The summit was very memorable and actu- I

ally helped me in my own pro-
fessional career goals; now! |
think | have a very good idea of |
how| can incorporate educa-
tional policy into my intended |
college major. The summit wes |
an education experience that I
was really a win-win situation—

| learned from the aduits and | |
know they learned from myself
and the other youth present.
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(continued from cover)
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Over the last several years, educational and youngengagement leaders from across the state have workd diligently to implement such
ideas and increase graduation rate for students in Minnesota — with many accomplishments.

The 2009 Metro and Statewide Summit is an expansionon these achievements, with community leaders working together to come up
with new innovations and make greater progress in o rder to meet the needs of those student groups stil struggling. Throughout the
metro-area and greater Minnesota, many students continue to face difficulties and leave school early before obtaining a diploma. The
objective of these Summits was to explore and exchage the best ways we can engage these youth in schal and learning.

Echoed over both days in St. Paul, success can beached through innovative ideas and a purposeful sharing of resources. Success can be
achieved by expanding our current efforts, and impl ementing policy and program supports for young peop le. Positive outcomes can oc-
cur for ALL youth in Minnesota, but only through co  mmunication and engagement. The urgent need for such solutions and action is
NOW. With funding provided by America’s Promise Allian  ce, this is a part of a multi-year effort to mobili ze leadership summits across

the country to address the high school dropout rate. For more information please contact Sarah DixonCEO & President for the MN
Alliance With Youth, at (612) 616-1305 orsdixon@mnyouth.net




The Minnesota Alliance With Youth is a statewide collabora-
tive network of parther organizations, schools and commun i-
ties advocating with and for youth to ensure all young peopl e
have the resources they need for success.

The vision of the Alliance is that all young people in Minne-
sota are connected to their communities, have hope for the
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Minnesota Alliance With Youth

1313 5th Street SE, Suite 321
Minneapolis, MN 55414

Phone866.573.6690
Fax:612.627.0155
E -mail:info@ mnyouth.net

future and are able to realize their dreams. Websitewnimnyouth.net
January February
National Mentoring Month Webinar: Service Learning in Online Courses
v nationalmentoringmonth.org February 9, 2010
10:00am.-11:30 am.
WA Mncampuscompact.org
Martin Luther King National Day of Service o
January 18, 2009 Hands On Twin Cities Volunteer Expo
wawv. mikday.gov Mall Of America
February 20, 2010
wWww.handsontwincities.org
2 34 SoMH H #HT

wanmmyouth.net



