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Minnesota Alliance With Youth works to ensure that all young people in Minnesota have access to the resources they need to be successful:  
caring adults, safe places, a healthy start, effective education, and opportunities to help others. 

 

This is the question being posed to youth around 
the nation for Global Youth Service Day, the 
largest service event in the world.  Global Youth 
Service Day is an annual campaign that celebrates 
and mobilizes the millions of children and youth 
who improve their communities.  While Global 
Youth Service Day is celebrated in over 100 
countries in every region of the world, Minnesota 
is recognized as having one of the largest initia-
tives anywhere.  This semester, AmeriCorps 
Promise Fellows are engaging youth in a variety 
of service projects from community gardens to 
recycling to helping children in need.     
 
On Sunday, April, 25 th the Alliance will be host-
ing a Global Youth Service Day celebration at 
the Mall of America’s Best Buy Rotunda. Along 
with Delta Dental of MN and the MN Timber-
wolves/Lynx, we are encouraging youth to 
“Think Global, Act Local” and celebrate youth 
making a difference in the world.  With the help 
of other national Global Youth Service Day lead 
agencies, we are bringing together youth from 
around the country in celebration of service at 
the Mall of America.  As part of the day’s event, 
we will be connecting with other youth from 
other states via Skype™ and showcasing the dif-
ference kids can make through service. 
 
Don’t miss out on one of the many service pro-
jects you can take part in at the Best Buy Ro-
tunda on April 25 the.  Our planning committee 
has selected service projects that benefit the local 
community and make an impact to others in 
need.   
 
· Decorate meal bags and placemats for Meals 

on Wheels 

· Create pet toys for homeless cats and dogs 
for Pet Haven, Inc. 

· Decorate cards and make “happy mail” for 
sick children through Hugs and Hope 

· Write letters supporting our troops  
· Assemble dental hygiene kits for area home-

less shelters 
 
The day will also feature entertainment from 
local Minneapolis band Parallax as well as youth 
hip hop and spoken word performances.  Be sure 
to stay for the special award ceremony by Delta 
Dental of MN beginning at 3:30p.m.  We will be 
honoring outstanding youth service projects and 
have special guest appearances by MN Lynx Bas-
ketball Players.  Not only will this event be em-
powering and exciting, but it will also celebrate 
outstanding youth making a difference through 
service-learning.  Please join us!   



�
�

A book fair just rolled through 
Brooklyn Junior High—or to be 
exact, it rolled to my ZAP room, 
where it was set up to operate dur-
ing its one week stay. 
 
I was given the reins to the book 
fair when the school librarian 
learned she was no longer able to 
run it. Though it seemed daunting, 
I saw the experience as an opportu-
nity to create a service learning pro-
ject for my students. I knew it was 
a way to build literacy with the stu-
dents and others. 
 
When I started the project, I only 
expected to raise enough money to 
supply a modest amount of books 
to begin the book pen pal program 
(the service component to the fair). 
However, goals changed and plan-
ning went into overdrive when the 
principal challenged the cohort that 
if they were able to make $1000, he 
would shave his Wolverin-esque 
sideburns of seven years. This cer-
tainly excited the students into in-
vesting their time and en-
ergy into the fair, which paid 
off. 
 
I know that to make an im-
pact on student academic 
achievement, merely com-
pleting homework in the 
ZAP program can only get 
students so far.  Developing 
literacy skills is important  to 
turning the book fair into a 
service learning project. I 
firmly believe that if a stu-
dent cannot read or write well, 
then that student cannot con-
tinue on to be as successful as 

they can be in other areas of their 
life. However, I didn’t just intend 
to get students excited about read-
ing; I hoped to raise enough money 
to buy books for a book pen pal 
program in which the cohort were 
to participate in. 
 
The book fair was dubbed “The 
Rock N’ Read Diner” with a Fifties 
era rock and roll music theme. We 
had two “Rock the Jukebox” kara-
oke nights where a Playstation was 
set up with a karaoke game to at-
tract customers. A sock hop also 
took place, where students had the 
chance to win a book by imitating 
the best dances from the fifties. We 
also had a Sundae Social for those 
who bought a book. There was a 
free poster drawing and a loose 
change drive to collect money for 
the book fair and K.I.D.S. (Kids In 
Distressed Situations, Inc.). Every-
one who came to the book fair was 
drawn in by the music and decora-
tions, and most of all, the books. 
Continued on p. 3 
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“In the end, this was 
their fair, for them, 
and we are all really 
proud that it went 
beyond our 
expectations.” 
���� ���������#�(� ���

Pictured Above: Students working the book fair held  
at Brooklyn Junior High.  
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At 7:30 a.m. on a chilly December morning, I found 
myself sitting in the St. Louis Park High School library. 
Surrounded by camera equipment and curious onlook-
ers, I watched as students came in one-by-one, carrying 
everything from baseballs to blueprints, to be inter-
viewed by director Diane Robinson about their sparks. 
 
What is a spark? “A spark is what gets you up in the 
morning and just makes you excited for the day,” says 
figure skater and St. Louis Park junior Megan. Search 
Institute defines a spark as “a special quality, skill, or 
interest that lights us up” and “the thing about us that 
is ‘good, beautiful, and useful to the world.’” A spark 
can be anything from playing a sport to volunteering, 
from being a leader to being a caring person—the pos-
sibilities are limitless. 
 
Why do sparks matter? “I think if 
everybody has a spark, then they can 
all share their joy with each other and 
it kind of brings this more positive outlook on life,” 
says senior and dancer Lea.  When asked why sparks 
matter, runner and high school senior Dillon replied, 
“Sparks matter because they give you something to 
look forward to.” Research done by Search Institute 
has found that when young people know and develop 
their spark with the support of caring adults, they are 
more likely to achieve academically, be socially compe-
tent, maintain physical health, and exhibit a host of 
other positive behaviors. 
 
What is a spark champion? “Everyone needs another 
person to help their spark grow,” said sophomore Bria, 

who names helping her friends as her spark.  “I think 
you do need someone who’s there to push you,” said 
senior and aspiring architect Moriah. “You may not 
always recognize what your passion is or you may not 
think that it’s possible to have a certain thing be a pas-
sion, and you need someone there who can say it’s al-
right, you can love that and you can make it a priority 
in your life.”   According to Search Institute, helping a 
young person develop her spark, also known as being a 
spark champion, not only helps that young person, but 
may help the entire community.  Young people who 
have the support of several adults are less likely to en-
gage in acts of violence and are more likely to volunteer 
their time and do well in school. 
 

Listening to the St. Louis Park students talk 
about their sparks that morning was an eye-
opening experience for me. Each one of the 
students showed passion and excitement when 
talking about his or her spark in front of the 

camera, and every one of them knew that their spark 
was something beautiful and valuable.  
 
With the help of director Diane Robinson, Shelly Beis-
sel, and the St. Louis Park Youth Development Com-
mittee, the Search Institute Sparks Team created a 5-
minute video called "Sparks Matter: Finding Your 
Spark." The video, which features young people being 
interviewed about their sparks and spark champions, 
will be used in trainings, keynotes, and featured on 
Search Institute Web sites. To view the video and find 
out more about sparks, please visit http://
www.ignitesparks.org . 

 Continued from p.2… 
The book fair was a bit slow to meet its goal, so it definitely b lew everyone out of the water when all receipts 
and coins were calculated and just a little over $1000 was accounted for.  
 
Of course, this meant the principal would also have to shave off his infamous sideburns. But that celebration 
was for the students. For myself and the ZAP program at Brooklyn Junior High, this meant the cohort could 
buy more than just a modest amount of books for their pen pal pr ogram and still have enough left over to 
donate new books to the school library. 
 
For all the success the book fair had, it is hard to believe I was dubious as to how I would go about running 
the book fair to meet our goals.  All in all, it was a lot of hard w ork, but it brought out a lot of talent and 
skills in the students as well. In the end, this was their fair, for them, and we are all really proud that it went 
well beyond our expectations. 
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As many of you may know, as of Monday, Feb. 23rd the Alli-
ance has a new office space! We have moved from Minneapolis 
just a few miles over into St. Paul on University A venue. Our 
new office is located in the Wright Building, suite  235. We as an 
Alliance Staff look forward to our new location and  encourage 
you to stop by and see our new space!   
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Pictured Here:  (left) Boxes get delivered to the Wright Building 
and the unpacking begins! (top) Just one of the new work spaces, 
complete with new furniture! �
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March 

 

Youth Work Matters Workshop 
YouthWorks 

March 16, 2010  
9:00 a.m.�Noon 

West 7th Community Center 
265 Oneida St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
www1.extension.umn.edu/youth/Training-Events/   

 
21st Annual Service Learning Conference 

NYLC 
March 24-27, 2010 
San Jose, California 

www.nylc.org  
 �
�

Culturally Responsive Youth 
Work Matters Workshop 

YouthWorks 
March 31, 2010 

8:30 a.m.�3:00 p.m. 
Highland School Cafeteria 

68 10th St. 
Windom, MN 56101 

www1.extension.umn.edu/youth/Training-Events/   

%#����
������������0�1	

23&�����
������������4��#� 5
��#��
www.mnyouth.net  

�

Minnesota Alliance With Youth 

2233 University Avenue West Suite 235 
St Paul, MN 55114  

 
Phone: 651-528-8589 

 
E-mail: info@ mnyouth.net 
Website: www.mnyouth.net 
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The Minnesota Alliance With Youth is a statewide collabora-
tive network of partner organizations, schools and commun i-
ties advocating with and for youth to ensure all young peopl e 
have the resources they need for success. 

The vision of the Alliance is that all young people in Minne-
sota are connected to their communities, have hope for the 
future and are able to realize their dreams.  


