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Pictured Above: (Top) Promise Fellows hard at work
during the youth development training. (Bottom) Pro m-
ise Fellows hamess their inner power!

Minnesota Alliance With Y outh work s to ensure thifityoung people in Minnesota. have access tostiveaes they need to be sucoessful:
caring aduits, safe places, a healthy startiveffeducation, and opportunities to help others.
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fn the end, our
community service has
been successful
because we are
fortunate to live in a
supportive community.”

— Jeremy Reuter,
Promise Fellow
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During my time in AmeriCorps, |
have been fortunate to work with a great
group of middle school students in a pro-
gram called Student Impact. One compo-
nent of Student Impact that the students
have really engaged with is community
service. The students are dedicated to
choosing quality projects and making them
happen.

One project that was especially
inspiring was our December service event.
My students heard that Hastings Family
Service would not be receiving any toys
from the Toys for Tots program this year
and they decided as a group to try to fill
the void that would be left in our commu-
nity. The plan was to run a change drive
to raise money and buy toys; students
made posters promoting the service event
and decorated and distributed containers
for collecting money to every classroom at
the middle school. Collectively, the stu-
dents decided on a prize of free breakfast
for the two classes that raised the most
money. The students were unsure about
how successful their project would be, but
were eager to see the resuits.

After the money was collected
we discovered we had raised $1,440! With
this donation, we were able to go to Target
and purchase $1,000 dollars worth of toys.
We spent the rest of the money on
McDonald's gift cards as gifts for teenag-
ers. The students had a ton of fun shop-
ping and delivering the gifts to Hastings
Family Senvice.

We certainly could not have been
so successful on our own. While my stu-
dents were eager and excited to help, none
of them had any experience running a
change drive. We were fortunate to have
the direct support of the high school’s
Youth Planning Council (YPC), Ann Suby
from Youth First, and Bob Lawrence from
Community Education. The Youth Plan-
ning Council's assistance was greatly
appreciated as they have been running a
successful holiday change drive for many
years. In fact, this past year, they raised
$4,300 for Adopt-A-Family in Hastings.
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The YPC, Ann, and Bob also
helped us every step of the way. They
assisted with the posters and containers,
collected money, and went shopping with
the students. Most of all, they lent their
years of experience and expertise. | firmly
believe that our change drive would not
have been a success without their help.

The community as a whole
pitched in as well. Students, staff, and
parents all contributed money to the cause.
North American Banking Company do-
nated a conference room to total our earn-
ings and counted all the change for us.
They also made cookies for the students
counting money. Green Mill provided a
full breakfast for the winning classes for
the same cost we would have spent on
juice and donuts. In the end, our commu-
nity service has been successful because
we are fortunate to live in a supportive
community.

Currently, my students are work-
ing on a fundraiser to help the victims of
the recent earthquake in Haiti. 1'm curious
to see what great ideas they will embark on
next!

Pictured Above: Students at Target paying for just
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some of the $1,000 worth of toys that were purchasel
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In 2008, Minnesota Campus Compact put out a call for
multi-campus initiatives through the Community Serv  ice-Learning
& Campus-Community Collaboration Initiative Grant p  rogram. In
response, Winona State University proposed, “Our Dr inking
Fountain, Our Water”, a project centered on the theme of water
quality, ownership and stewardship. The project com bined a vari-
ety of arts, sciences and other academic discipline around com-
munity activism. The goal was to inspire a thoughtf ul reverence
for water that is instrumental toward building educ  ated and en-
gaged citizenry and policy makers working for the s tewardship of
water. The idea behind the project was to engage p@ple in pro-
jects where they could see first-hand the impact of their choices.
The process was a unique opportunity for experienti al education
about some of the water concerns that plague the wald.

Collaborators included: the City of Winona, Southe ast
Minnesota Resources Board, In the Heart of the BeasPuppet and
Mask Theatre of Minneapolis (HOBT), and the three higher-
education institutions in Winona: Winona State Univ ersity (WSU),
Saint Mary's University of Minnesota (SMU), and Min nesota State
College Southeast Technical.

Over 6,000 people (approximately 3,000 students ad
3,000 community members) were involved in the proje ct. A variety
of events offered individuals opportunities to gain  a relevant edu-
cation related to water issues. Highlights of the collaboration in-
cluded:
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In the Heart of the Beast Puppet and Theatre Resideies

HOBT artists spent a week at both WSU and SMU, con
ducting a full residency with students and communit y members.
Artists worked on mask and puppet-making workshops  with stu-
dents and community members. Students created and performed
Water Dance pieces involving dance students, faculty, students in a
general-education dance class, and community members; creation
of masks; and the creation of an advertising campaign by students
and faculty in Graphics Design class.

Lake Park Drinking Fountain Renovation

A competition was set up to renovate a public drin king
fountain in Winona. Regional artists were invited t o submit a de-
sign, seven full designs were received. A jury of committee mem-
bers and community artists decided on three finalis ts. Those final-
ists were then showcased on the project Web site ad a voting
system was set up for community members to vote on their favor-
ite design. Over 800 people voted in the competition.

Water Taste Test

At two events the City of Winona sponsored at “wat er
taste test” where people were able to compare the sste of city
water to three commercial bottle water samples. These events
served to increase awareness of the hype around baled water and
also served to surprise many people with how good t hey thought
city water actually tasted.
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On January 16" the Youth Advisory Council (YAC) gathered at Camp Courage in Maple Lake, MN for its second
planning retreat. The youth attendees were an exciing mix of familiar faces from the fall as well as some new faces that had
joined us over the course of the last few months. After welcoming everyone and spending plenty of time  catching up, the YAC

members were ready to get down to business!

The retreat began with a session on “gracious spac¢’ which focuses on creating a welcoming, open space where ideas
are encouraged, conflict is constructive, and evenyone is encouraged to get involved. After this gracious space had been created,
the youth spent a large portion of the next two day s in small committees focusing on the issues, strudure, and development of
YAC. Through this process, members were introduced to new brainstorming strategies, such as “collective inquiry,” and “pair-

share.”

Although YAC worked diligently for two days, there  also was plenty of time for fun. YAC members were split into
teams and competed in the YAC Olympics, including e vents such as human bingo, snow sculptures, cottonball and spoon

races, body-shapes, the human knot, and more!

By the end of the two days YAC members felt confident about the direction of the council and excited t o continue the
positive energy of the weekend into our future work . Looking to the up-coming months, the sub-committ ees will continue their
individual work and the entire YAC will have a conf erence call in February, followed by a one day retreat in March.

Facebook Group: “Minmnesota’s Y outh Advisory Colinal

Wart to stay even more conneded to The Minnediigaa@ With Youth's Youth Advisory Coundl? Joioro



o o e e e e e e e e e
N

e

Page 4

- I I S S S e e e S e e S D D D D D e e e S D D D s s s e .y

- \\
%& #+ ( 0 + + ++ %
1_II+ %-

Just under micway through their service year Ameri - In addition, Fellows, youth, and volunteers are pl an-
Corps Promise Fellows are well on their way to reaching the ning for their ongoing service-learning projects fo r Global
senvice goals outlined by the Minnesota Alliance Wi th Youth. Youth Service Day and Summer of Service. Several hae written
This year, the Alliance is committed to providing a t least 1,250  grants and are working to secure additional resourc es for their
youth individualized attention by caring adults to  address aca-  spring service projects. Traditionally, spring is w hen the most
demic issues as well as their civic engagement. Itis also hoped  volunteers are recruited to support ongoing project s. Fellows
that 85% of the 1,250 youth program participants will indicate  continue to build relationships with youth particip  ants to begin
they increased their commitment to civic engagement as a resuit to engage them in the process.
of their involvement in the program and that 65% of the 1,250
youth participants will experience academic gains as demon-
strated by a .5 increase in their GPA as well as inproved school
attendance.
In the month of December, Promise Fellows submit-

ted progress reports detailing youth served, volunt eers (both
adult and youth) mobilized, as well as great storie s of service
from their sites. Since the start of the program year:
- 3,844 youth have been served through the efforts ofthe

Promise Fellows. Students have been engaged in afte

school tutoring programs, in school lunch homework help,

4-H activities, and senvice-learning clubs in an effort to

support them academically.

759 aduits have connected with the students and estb-

lished caring, on-going relationships with them.

Fellows have engaged 1,012 youth in service activiies al-

ready.

1,771 adult and youth volunteers have been mobilized to

serve 34,437 hours. The Fellows have engaged volurgers

to be tutors, mentors, and work on service-learning pro-

jects. ) o "
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The Minnesota Alliance With Youth is a statewide collabora- Minnesota Alliance With Youth
tive network of partner organizations, schools and commun i- 1313 5th Street SE, Stite 321
ties advocating with and for youth to ensure all young peopl e Minneapolis, MN 55414
have the resources they need for success. PhoreB66.573.6690

The vision of the Alliance is that all young people in Minne- Fax:612.627.0155

sota are connected to their communities, have hope for the E-mail info@ rmnyouth.net

future and are able to realize their dreams. Websitevwinmnyouth.net
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February

Webinar: Service Learning in Online Courses
February 9, 2010
10:00a.m.-11:30a.m.

WAW. mncampuscompact.org

Minnesota Association of Alternative Programs Conference
Duluth Entertainment Convention Center
Duluth, MN
February 10-12, 2010
VWAV, Maapimn.org

MN Alliance With Youth Host Site Applications Due
February 12, 2010
Wy mnyouth. net/promise-fellows/host/

Hands On Twin Cities Volunteer Expo
Mall Of America
February 20, 2010
W handsontwincities.org

$! ' /O 22% ' 3% & $
wanmmyouth.net



