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I was leaving school on September 25, Worthington's 
Homecoming Day, when I noticed a missed call from 
Melissa Burwell. A voicemail followed, and I called  
Melissa back. She proposed to me a trip to Washington 
D.C. I wasn't sure what it was all about, but I was  al-
ready looking forward to it. When I got the informa tion 
about the National Conference for Youth Advisory 
Councils, I was really excited. I 
wanted to go to Washington to 
represent Minnesota and our youth 
and bring back anything I could to 
help our Youth Advisory Council. 

Our trip began on Sunday, October 
24, 2009. Waking up at 5 AM for 
our flight to DC wasn't ideal, but it 
was worth it. I was amazed and 
fixed on the plane window looking 
at everything I could on the way to 
Washington D.C. When we landed 
and got out of the airport we had to 
take the Metro. This was my first 
time on the Metro and I realized it 
was confusing! Good thing Melissa 
knew exactly where we needed to 
go. When we arrived at our stop we got out and walk ed 
a couple blocks to our hotel. We were staying at the 
gorgeous Liaison Hotel. After we got settled in our  
rooms, we had lunch and traveled to the Cady-Lee 
House, which is the Forum for Youth Investment’s 
headquarters. When we got there they had refreshments 
ready for us and icebreakers with the other youth coun-
cils. We got to introduce each other to the amazing 
group, which consisted of youth councils from Phila del-
phia, D.C., Iowa, Washington, New Mexico, Tennessee, 
and Minnesota, just to name a few. We then had break-
out sessions, and discussed the youth councils toolkit.    
Each step of the way we engaged in the planning for 
Capitol Hill meetings with policymakers.  During th e 
reception, I had the opportunity to get to know  th e 
other youth attending this conference. After the recep-
tion we had more discussions and prepared for our 

meetings the next day. Monday morning we had a 
busy day ahead of us. We headed to Starbucks for 
our breakfast then located our first meeting that day 
with Senator Al Franken's aide. Our meeting went 
well for our first time, and we then met with the r est 
of the youth advisory councils at a briefing and di s-

cussion panel. We had to leave the 
discussion early so that we could 
get to our next meeting with Rep. 
Tim Walz’s aide. This meeting was 
especially interesting for me as I am 
a constituent of his district.  

During our meetings with aides 
from Rep. Walz and Sen. Franken’s 
offices, we had a chance to talk 
about the importance of youth 
voice and to ask them to consider 
the ways in which they incorporate 
youth perspectives into their policy 
and decision-making. Both aides 
were supportive and recognized the 
need for youth involvement in civic 
life. In addition, we also had the 
chance to ask them to consider the 

idea of creating a federal Youth Council which 
would inform and support the President’s Cabinet 
while focusing on youth issues. It was a great oppor-
tunity to start developing relationships with key 
legislative partners and to spread the word about t he 
impact and importance of youth voice and youth 
engagement.  

In addition to our meetings, we had the chance to 
see a lot of D.C. as well. We even got to walk inside 
U.S. Capitol. I loved looking at all the historical  
buildings like the Library of Congress, the US Capi -
tol Building, and the Supreme Court. I was amazed 
with everything I experienced during my mission to 
Washington D.C. I can honestly say this was a trip 
that I will never forget! 
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Minnesota Alliance With Youth works to ensure that all young people in Minnesota have access to the resources they need to be successful:  
caring adults, safe places, a healthy start, effective education, and opportunities to help others. 
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 This is my second year serving as an Ameri-
Corps Promise Fellow at Northfield Middle 
School, and I thought I’d share with you 
some of the new projects I am taking on this 
year.  Last year, it took me a few months to 
get settled in and feel comfortable at my site.  
By the end of the school year I began to get 
a clearer idea of what new projects to work 
on for the next year.  Chief among these was 
to incorporate a service-learning component 
into the Middle School Youth Center 
(MSYC), a free after-school program I help 
coordinate. 
 
Over the summer I began making contacts 
with various community organizations and 
businesses.  Fortunately, a local St. Olaf stu-
dent had spent the past year compiling infor-
mation about resources available in North-
field to people who would like to organize 
service projects.  Drawing upon her handy 
binder full of this information, I called 
around town.  In a couple days I had several 
potential service projects lined up for the 
coming school year. 
 
Our first service-learning project is coming 
up next week.  The MSYC will be adopting a 
plot of land in a public forest at the north 
end of town.  It will be our mission to visit 
this plot throughout the year and clear it of 
buckthorn.  A regular volunteer at the MSYC 
has a passion for nature and forestry, so he 
gave a talk to students about buckthorn.  In 
the spring I hope students will plan a nice 
celebration event at our plot of woods. 
 
Another new challenge this year has been 
working with my student cohort on reading 
and comprehension skills.  I had the happy 
fortune to be placed in a school room that I 
share with a reading skills teacher.  We real-
ized that several students on her low-level 
reading list were also in my cohort, so we 
have brainstormed ways to incorporate read-
ing instruction into my service with them.  It 
has been an eye-opening experience for me 
to get a sense of how frustrating school is to 
students who struggle with reading and com-
prehension skills. 

One final new opportunity for me this year 
has been joining the InterCorps Council, or 
ICC.  The ICC is a group of about 25 repre-
sentatives from various State, VISTA, and 
National AmeriCorps programs operating in 
Minnesota.  Some of the goals of the ICC are 
to promote communication and collabora-
tion among AmeriCorps members in differ-
ent programs and to develop service oppor-
tunities for members to participate in to-
gether.  Participating in the ICC is giving me 
a larger view of the service AmeriCorps 
members are doing throughout the state. 
 
These are just a few of the new projects that 
I am working on in my second year of ser-
vice. There’s lots of work to be done, but I 
just have to take it one step at a time, one 
day at a time.  If I’m willing to keep chug-
ging, keep making the phone calls, keep 
sending the emails, keep meeting with stu-
dents, keep asking others for guidance, and 
keep an open heart and mind, these pro-
grams have a good shot at succeeding.  It 
should be a learning and growing experience 
for sure. 
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“There’s lots of  work to 
be done, but I just have 
to take it one step at a 
time, one day at a time.  
If  I’m willing to keep 
chugging, keep making 
the phone calls, keep 
sending the emails, 
keep meeting with 
students, keep asking 
others for guidance, 
and keep an open heart 
and mind, these 
programs have a good 
shot at succeeding.” 
 — Jason Hallen,  
  Promise Fellow
���� ����

Pictured Above (R-L): Jason Hallen 
and student 
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 It was still dark on Tuesday morning when vanloads  of bleary-eyed young people ar-
rived at the University of Minnesota Continuing Edu cation Center in Saint Paul. They 
came from Cass Lake and Monticello, White Bear Lake and Saint Paul. They came from 
reservations, suburbs, farms, and cities. They numbered about fifty-five in all and ranged 
from age twelve to nineteen. Despite their array of  differences, they had all come to 
Saint Paul that morning for the same reason – to participate in the very first KidsChange 
THRIVE! Conference for All Youth sponsored by Minne sota’s Youth Intervention 
Program Association (YIPA). 
 
And I was in charge. 
 
I was in charge of two days, eighteen presentations, seven volunteers and the task of 
navigating these young people through the day with a 200+ adult youth intervention 
conference going on all around us. 
 
Fortunately, my volunteers were mostly AmeriCorps P romise Fellows who had 
stepped up to help me with this daunting challenge.  My fellow Promise Fellows un-
derstood what I was trying to do – walk that fine l ine between giving as much choice 
and freedom to the youth as possible while still pr oviding a safe and structured envi-
ronment. Of course, that means different things to different young people and it took a few bumpy star ts for me to figure out how to treat the 
nineteen year-old and the thirteen year-old differe ntly, but fairly. (continued on page 4) 
 

Pictured Above: Clare Ryan, Keelin Yenney, Maria 
Ortiz, Abou Amara Jr. SPN Promise Fellow  

Volunteers 
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The 2009-2010 Youth Advisory Council (YAC) began its year with a kick-off retreat held at YMCA Camp Ih duhapi in Loretto, Minnesota. A 
combined twenty youth and adult-sponsors spent the weekend getting to know one another, learning the h istory of YAC, exploring their own 
personal leadership styles, and brainstorming about the work that the YAC would like to tackle this ye ar. Various guests came to speak to the 
council including Kevin LaNave, Director of the Cen ter for Service Learning  and Social Change and Paul Cumings, aide to Representative Paul 
Marquard. Mr. LaNave focused his talk on youth serv ice and leadership; Mr. Cumings helped the youth envision what Minnesota could look like 
in the year 2044 and the ways in which youth can become involved with these changes through the Minnesota Civic Compact.  

On November 10th, YAC had its first conference call since the retreat. At this call the group was able to break up into organizational subcom-
mittees and begin to brainstorm about ways to use social media sites (such as Facebook) to promote our message. Overall, the retreat and con-
ference call were a great success and the Alliance is excited to be working with such a diverse and enthusiastic group of youth and adults. 

Pictured Left: Youth and Adult Sponsors from the fo llowing YAC 
Partner Organizations: Augsburg-Fairview Academy, H opkins North 
Jr. High, Crosswinds S.O.A.R. Program, Fergus Falls Public Schools, 
MN Alliance With Youth, Northfield Healthy Communit y Initiative,  

and Marshall Public Schools 
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 As representatives of the Minnesota Alliance With Youth, a Lead 
Agency for Global Youth Service Day (GYSD), Gina Nelson and 
Keelin Yenney attended the 6th annual Youth Service Institute from 
October 7-9 in Washington D.C.  The conference brought together 
Youth Service America’s national partners and Global Youth Ser-
vice Day  lead agencies to share stories, network with peers, and 
build their capacity to develop effective programs and increase the 
number of community-minded youth. The conference in cluded 
workshops on youth service and mobilizing communiti es around 
Global Youth Service Day.   
 
The highlight of the conference included a panel discussion by lead-
ers from the most recent Presidential administratio ns.  They dis-
cussed the history of the national service movement and the move-
ment’s future, as it relates to youth engagement.  The panel in-
cluded Sonal Shah, Director, White House Domestic Policy 
Council’s Office of Social Innovation and Civic Par ticipation;  
John Bridgeland, President and CEO of Civic Enterprises and 
former Assistant to President George W. Bush; Harris Wofford, 
Youth Service America board member and former CEO of the 
Corporation for National and Community Service; and  Gregg 
Petersmeyer, former Assistant to President George H.W. Bush 
and Director of the Office of National Service.  John Bridgeland, 
responding to a question about the engaging youth in service, 
said, “The whole nation needs to be much more attentive to the 
power of young people, very young people, to know w hat the 
right thing is to do and how to do it.”  Both Keeli n and Gina 
agreed it was a privilege to hear stories and testimonials about 
our country’s youth service movement.    
 
In addition, Gina and Keelin presented a workshop e ntitled Build-
ing Effective School-Community Partnerships with Youth Service Amer-
ica Vice President of Education Susan Abravanel.  Several effec-
tive service-learning projects from the Alliance’s School-
Community Partnerships sites were highlighted. 

Global Youth Service Day, a campaign that celebrates and mobi-
lizes millions of children and youth who positive i mpact their com-
munities through service, will be held April 23-25,  2010.  Youth 
Service America seeks to improve communities by increasing the 
number and diversity of young people serving in imp ortant 
roles. Gina and Keelin will continue the ideas gathered at the Youth 
Service Institute as they begin to meet with the Alliance’s GYSD 
planning committee comprised of AmeriCorps Promise Fellows, 
Youth Advisory Council Members, as well as representatives from 
ServeMinnesota and Hands On Twin Cities. 
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Pictured Here (R-L): Gina Nelson, Annie Harala, Steven Culbertson, 
Melissa Johnston, Keelin Yenney 

Although little challenges presented themselves along the way, it was the big changes that took place over those two days that really resonated 
with me. Many of these young people came from YIPA’ s member organizations, meaning that for one reason of another they were involved in 
youth intervention programs. From the bits and piec es I heard, they brought extremely difficult histor ies with them – drug and alcohol abuse, 
violence, gangs, mental illness, and poverty. I have no illusions that one conference is enough to counterbalance that history, but I think that 
hearing the stories of people who turned their live s around and who made something better out of a horrible situation was, at least for some, an 
inspiration.  
 
When one speaker asked, “What would you change about yourself or your community?” The youth answered: 
 
Crime and unfairness, I will change racism, My grades and the robberies that happen in my town, I would change how people act at my school, Make my mom’s life easier, 
Discrimination, The violence, I would be a vegetarian, The economy, I would change my life so I can go to college, I would change everything- drug using -If I could I would 
change the way of life 
 
After spending two days with this group of young pe ople, there is no doubt in my mind that if they tru ly want to change  things – they can.  
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November 
 

Metro Graduation Summit: Strategies for  
Engaging Youth in School  

November 17, 2009  
TIES Building 

1667 Snelling Ave Saint Paul, MN 55108 
 

Statewide Graduation Summit:  
Policy and Action 
November 18, 2009  

State Farm Operation Center  
1285 Northland Drive, Mendota Heights, 

MN  55120  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 
 

Best Buy @15 summit 
Details to follow 

 
Martin Luther King National Day of Service 

January 18th, 2009 
www.mlkday.gov 
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Minnesota Alliance With Youth 

1313 5th Street SE, Suite 321 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 

 
Phone: 866.573.6690 
Fax: 612.627.0155 

E-mail: info@ mnyouth.net 
Website: www.mnyouth.net 

����������4�����

0���#�������#������1�2	

�4�����������

���!��5���� (������
www.mnyouth.net  

The Minnesota Alliance With Youth  is a statewide collabora-
tive network of partner organizations, schools  and commun i-
ties advocating with and for youth to ensure all young peopl e 
have the resources they need for success. 

The vision of the Alliance is that all young people in Minne-
sota are connected to their communities, have hope for the 
future and are able to realize their dreams.  


